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5 T0 "I : | 
Church of Ci #8716 r at N arthampton 
lately under the paſtoral Care of the 
Reverend Dr. Dopp RIDGE; ; 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God 
our Father, and from the Lord 
Jasos CurisT. Yi 


My DEAR Falzps, 


on account of the death of your 


learned, pious, and excellent Paſtor; 
an event which all our Churches 
greatly and juſtly lament. When 


he aſſigned to me the work of preach- 


ing the ſermon on that e ts he 


was ſenſible my reſpect for \yow, as 


well as for him, would not ſuffer 
me to decline it. In compliance 


HOUGH providence has re- 5 
moved me to a diſtance from 


— * I ſhare largely in thoſe ſorrows, 
with which your minds are filled 


-Jutoin | A 2 —n- with 


DEDICATION. 


with. his defire the following diſ- 


courſe, was drawn up, in the beſt 
manner I could, amidit the languors 
of an. infirm conſtitution, and the 
interruption, of many neceſſary avo- 
cations. And it had been long ago 

preached among you, had not a wiſe 
providence permitted an unhappy 
accident to befal me, which confines 
me at home. It is the moſt grievous 
circumſtance in this affliction, that I 
am prevented from viſiting you, per- 
forming the ſervice aſſigned by my 
ever-honoured friend and father, and 
perſonally ſuggeſting to you ſuch 
conſolations and advices as may, in 
preſent circumſtances, be peculiarly 
uſeful. To ſupply this lack of - ſer- 


vice, -I am conſtrained to fend you 


the diſcourſe from the preſs: and 
this, I hope, will be a ſufficient apo- 
logy with thoſe, who may think it 
unworthy -of- public regar 
ſome Caifadion- to me to * 


that diſcourſes, on ſuch ſolemn occa- 
| Lions, have been attended with great 


1 1 | | uſeful - 


DEDICATI O N 13 
uſefulneſs, eſpecially to the acquaint- 


ance and friends of the deceaſed, which 
has often flowed, not ſo much from 
the thoughts and advices contained 
in them conſidered alone, as viewed 
in connection with the awful events 


= which occaſioned them. 1 hope, 


therefore, that a recollection of the 
Doctors eminent worth, and the loſs 
his family, his flock, and the public 
ſuſtain by his death, will caſt a veil 
over the — of this diſ- 
courſe, and fill every reader's: heart 
with ſo much ſeriouſneſi and tandar- 
neſt, as may make way, for the plain 
remarks and admonitions eee 
therein, to impreſs it, and through 
the influences of the Spirit of Fe 9%, 
produce ſome valuable ec. 1 

cannot conclude this addreſs 


4 ? without expreſſing my warmeſt gra- 


titude to you, for all the reſpect and 
affection with which you honoured 
me, during the agreeable years 1 ſpent 
| amongſt you. And it is my earneſt 
. wiſh' and prayer, that you may yet 
Houriſh, : 


..., DB EDICATEOM 
flouriſh, and be edified, walking in 
the fear of the Lord, and the comforts 
of the holy Ghoſt : particularly that 
you may a& upon thoſe noble and 
truly chriſtian maxims of candor and 
unanimity, which your late Paſtor 
inculcated upon you, and the * 
in all your future conduct, and eſpe- 
cially in the choice of his ſucveſſor; 
that the Head of the Church would 
give you a paſtor after his own heart, 
= under whom you may daily grow in 
| chriſtian knowledge and holineſs, and 
1 be training up for the perfection and 
happineſs of the heavenly ſtate. Theſe 


are the daily prayers of, 


My dear Far ENDS, 
Your + very offefta onate 3 


and Servant, Wu bi 18 us Jake, 
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1 Co 3 54. latter part. 
—Dearh is falle up i in = ria. 


| yr E ; dying bed ofian eminent Chriſ- 
tian is a moſt melancholy, and at 
the fame time a moſt delightful 


FAME: grief for the dominion” of fin and 
death, and the loſs: we are ſuſtaning by his 


removal, joy in the ſupports of religion he 


feels, and the promiſes of the goſpel he reſts 
upon, take place in our minds by turns, and 


ſometimes mingle together. But in a ſoul 


formed to a reliſh for virtuous friendſhip, 


and deeply impreſſed with the great truths of 
Chriſtianity, the ey will preponderate ; and 
the pious heart-will overflow with ſacred de- 
light to ſee the terrors of death removed, to 
obſerve how wonderfully Gop fuſtains his 
ſervants in their laſt conflict, and what an 
atteſtation they give to the fulneſs and ſweet- 
neſs of Cbriſtian conſolations. In this in- 


ſtance in particular, Gop graciouſly makes 


his providence a commentary upon his word, 
and Wenn the promiſes of his goſ pel by 
YL the 


* Whitby 
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The Chriftian' s Triunph over Death. 
the joy and peace he diffuſes into the hearts 
of his dying ſaints. Our text has often been 
the means of producing this joy, and is in- 


deed one of the moſt comfortable declara- 0 


tions, that mortal creatures can hear; and 
the awful event, which directs my thou ghts 
to it confirms the excellency and ſuitableneſs 
of it. It ſhould, certainly, be regarded by 
all with an attention becoming dying crea- 
tures. . But there are two. circutnſtances, 
(my Friends), to recommend it to your” pe- 
euliar regard, vi, that it was exemplified in 
the cloſing ſcenes of the life of your late 


worthy Paſtor, ſo juſtly. dear to you and 


to me, and that, out of a particular concern 
for your ſupport. and encouragement: living. 


and dying, it was his expreſs,; his laſt, and 


almoſt dying requeſt, that I would diſcourſe 


to you from it, on this vx. ne 


occaſion. 5 
The excellent. and, reviving roots of 
which the text is a part, was intended to 
confute the opinion of thoſe who ſaid, there, 
urrection of tbe dead *. Their er- 

ror e to have been in aſſerting, that what 
Chriſt and his apoſtles had ſaid of 4 reſur- 
rection, did not refer to a reſurrection of the 


dead, but a reſurrection or renovation to a 
8 life of holineſs from a ſtate of ſin, which is 


893 
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The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. '9 
juſtly and beautifully deſcribed as a ſtate of oa 
death. This, probably, was the error of 
Hymeneus and Philetus, who faid, that the 2 Tim. ii. 
reſurredtion is paſt. already. The apoltle * ” 
Paul therefore ſets himſelf to prove at large, 
that there ſhall be a reſurrection of the dead. 
He proves it pgſſible, from the reſurrection of 
Chriſt; a well known and undiſputed fact. 
He proves it certain, from the connection be- 
tween this fact, and the authority of the 
apoſtles to publiſn his religion; of which 
this doctrine was ſo diſtinguiſhing and glo- 
rious a part; and alſo from the relation, in 
which Chriſt, the laſt Adam ſtood to man- 
kind. And as the objections againſt this 
doctrine chiefly aroſe from not underſtand- 
ing its nature, and the circumſtances of the 
new body, he enlarges upon theſe topicks 
in the latter part of the chapter; and con- 
cludes it with a divine and moſt eloquent 
rapture, deſcribing the glorious reſurrection 
of the ſaints (of whom alone he there ſpeaks) 
and triumphing in the proſpect of this bliſs- 
ful event; ſo'(fays he) when this corruptible 
ball have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
ſhall. have put on immortality, then ſball be 
brought to. paſs" the ſaying that" is written, 
<< Death is ſwallowed up in Victory.“ The 
text is a quotation from the prophecies of 
17 B . 


— — * 


—— 


Lc The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death, 
Ifai, 25.8. Jaiab, where it is ſaid, He vill fallow up 
death in victory; and probably refers to the 
deliverance of the Iſraelites from that utter 
deſtruſtion, which the king of Ahyria threat- 
ened, and attempted to bring upon them: 
a deliverance that was indeed life from the 
dead. It is with great propriety and beauty, 
that theſe ſublime and comfortable words 
are by St. Paul accommodated to the reſur- 
rection of the dead. The text ſuggeſts to 
us theſe two remarks, which I will endea- 
vour to illuſtrate, and then direct you to the 
proper improvement of them. 


_— 
« 


I. Death may naturally be conſidered as 
an enemy. 

II. True Chriſtians ſhall obtain a com- 

pleat victory over it. 


+4. Death may naturah be cofidered as an 
This is plied. in the text, when the wa 

ue ſpeaks of 4 vifory ; and it is expreſsly aſ- 

ſerted in verſe 26. The laſt enemy that ſhall 

be defiroyed is death. It is an enemy we are 

every one to conflict with, for there. is no 

| 1 Eccl. viii. Aiſcharge i 17¹ that War. Death 1 is, by an ele- 
Vox gant figure, often deſcribed'in the ſcriptures, 
= as a Perſon, or intelligent agent. It is em- 
— 


1 


The Chriſtian s Tri n over Death. 
phatically ſtyled the king of terrors, and ſaid 


to reign over mankind by one man's offence.” 
Nature and experience teach us to conſider 
death as an enemy; for 


It difſokves the union betaveen ſoul and body. | 


It diſlodges the ſoul, willing or unwilling ; 


and ſeparates it from its old and dear com- 
panion. Providence has wiſely implanted 


in every human mind a love to the body to 
which it is united and a tender concern for 
its health; inſomuch that, ad man ever yet 
hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and obe- 
riſheth it, Conſequently a ſeparation muſt 
be painful. Though good men while in 
this tabernacle, (this mean precarious build- 
ing) groan being burdened, yet there is a na- 
tural averſion to put it off. Not (ſays the 
apoſtle) for that we would be unclothed. It 
would be more agreeable to take the body 


with us to another world, than go through 


the pain and terror of dying and have theſe 
two boſom friends divorced. This is a cir- 
cumſtance we would be glad to be excuſed 
from, eſpecially as it is the conſequence and 
puniſhment of fin ; but death will pull down 
this ſtructure, hieb, mean as it is, we are 
fond of, having dwelt in it ſo long and having 
been at ſo much care and pains to keep it 


11 


Job xvii. 


14. 
Rom. 4. 
17. 


Eph. 5. 29. 


2 Cor. v. 
ho ; 


12 The Chriftian's Triumph over Death. - 
in tolerable repair, and will me" the inha- 
bitant to remove. 85 
Again, death deſtroys the adfivity * * 
0 ty of the body, and turns it into lathſomneſs 
= and corruption. Diſeaſes, its forerunners, 
| | Jobxxxiii. generally conſume away the fleſh that it can- 
 * rot be ſeen, and the bones that were not ſeen, 
| flick out, At length the comelineſs of the 
'þ body is turned into deformity, and what 
was an object of delight, becomes a ſpec- 
1 - tacle of horror. The limbs that were ſpright- 
| ly and active, grow ſtiff and uſeleſs: The 
f eyes which ſparkled with life and vigor, are 
j ſunk and ghaſtly: The learned. brain, in 
which ſo many curious traces were lodged, 
ſo many ideas ranged with the utmoſt care 
and retained by cloſe recollection, has loſt 
its exquiſite ſenſibility; and the entertaining 
and inſtructive tongue is ſealed up in ſilence. 
The vitals of the body have loſt their pow- 
ers. The lungs ceaſe to play, and the heart 
od. xi. to beat. The filver cord is lboſed and the 
; golden bow! broken, the pitcher is broken at 
_ the fountain, and the wheel broken at the ciſ- 
tern. Then we are willing to bury our dead 
out of our fight; to caſt the defire of our 
eyes into the grave, to mingle with common 
duſt, and lie in diſhonour and . for 
8 ages to come. 


The crit ans Triumpb over Death.” 


Further, Death removes us from our moſb 

near and inti mate Friends and other earthly 
comforts. 
It diſſolves the ties of nature, ad the al- 
liances of friendſhip ; and breaks down the 
pleaſing fabrick of happineſs, which love had 
been for many years erecting. The bene: 
nevolent heart is ready to take up Hezek;- 
ab's mournful complaint, 7 ſhall behold man 
no more with the inhabitants of the world. 

Further, it breaks off men's thoughts and 
purpoſes relating to this world, for the good of 
their families, neighbourhood, and the 4 
lick. The great thoughts of wiſe and piou 
men for the glory of Gop and the ar 
ment of religion periſh ; and the charitable 
ſchemes, which depended on the continuance 
of their lives, are defeated. 


Finally, The itelb acquaintance we haue 


with the other world, to which death tranſmits 
us, increaſes the fear of a removal hence. 
We know ſo little of our ſouls and their 
manner of exiſtence and operation without 
a body, and there are ſo many doubts and 
fears about their eternal condition prevailin g 
in us, that it is no wonder, the thought of 
quitting the preſent ſcene is painful, and 


death, as it removes us from it, is s conſider- 


ed as an enemy. 


. 


Iſaiah 
xxxviii. 
11. 


Whoſe 
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The Chriftian's Triumph over Death. 
Whoſe heart is not ready to fail him in 
the proſpect ? Who does not find his rea- 
ſon and ſometimes his faith too, ready to 
fink, when he is going to encounter the ing 
of terrors, and paſs through his dark and 
gloomy regions to an unknown and unal- 
terable ſtate? And in vain we call to reaſon, 
and aſk philoſophy to furniſh us with ſuffi- 
cient armour of defence, and to fortify our 
minds againſt the attacks of this ſtern inva- 
der. It is the peculiar glory of the goſpel 
of Chril to aſſiſt our reaſon, and increaſe 
our faith in proportion to the ſtrength of 
the enemy, and the different impreſſions 
which the apprehenſions of it make upon 
our minds. And this it does by the diſco- 
very it makes of a future ſtate, a glorious 
reſurrection, and a final . — 
.over death, _ 
Having thus briefly viewed the rightful 
features of the enemy, let us turn our eyes 
to a more bright and agreeable. ſcene; and 
obſerve | | 


— — 


— 
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1. T rue ; Chrifigns ſhall obtain a . 
victory over death, _ 
The text informs us that a victory / ſhall 
be gained, and it ſhall be ſo Naa that 
death may be faid to be eyen Fwallowed wp 

in 


- - - 


| The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. 
in it, quite deſtroyed, and no traces or re- 


1 * of it be found. This is confirmed 


by the paſſage already mentioned; verſe 26. 
We laſt enemy that ſball be deſtroyed is death. 
The word (xalepyelar) rendered deſtroyed, ſig- 
nifies being diveſted of an authority it had 


before, and being reduced to an incapacity "3 
of exerting any further power +. Thus af- 


ter the ſame apoſtle had been ſpeaking of 
perſecution, peril, and ford, of being killed 
all the day-long, as the lot of himſelf and his 
fellow-chriſtians, he adds, nay in all theſe 
things we are more than conquerors, compleat, 
glorious, triumphant conquerors—And this 
is agreeable to what Gop himſelf declares 
= concerning this formidable enemy, with. ſo 

much grandeur and majeſty. I will ranſom 
them from the power of the grave: I will re- 
deem them from death. O death, I will be thy 


| plague; O grave, I will be thy deſtruction; 1 


repentance ſhall be hid from my eyes. | 
For the further illuſtration of this com- 
fortable truth, let us obſerve, that the victo- 
ry 1s in ſome meaſure obtained in the preſent 
* but it ſhall be perfetted in the future. 
1. The victory is in ſome meaſure obtain- 
ed even in the preſent life. 


n 


7:2 BIR, verſe 24. ** the ſame word is rendered 


put down, © 


Röm vil 
37. 


Hoſ. xiu. 
14. 


3 


2 Tim. i. 
10. com- 
pared cvi th 
Rom. iii. 
3. 31. 

1 Cor. i. 
28, x11. 8. 
j Eph. ii. 


I.: 
Hieb. ii. 14. 


De Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. 
Chrift gained a victory by his own reſurrec- 


tion, and the revelation and promiſe of a 


happineſs beyond the grave; for he hath a- 
boliſhed death, (aboliſhed its tyranny, de- 


ſtroyed its force, and rendered it, compara- 


tively, of none effect,) and hath brought life 


and immortality to light threugh the goſpel. 
He has aſſured us of the certainty and eter- 


nity of the Kaen ſtate, and largely explain- 


ed its nature. - He has not indeed re- 
moved the at fears of death which are 
wrought into our very conſtitution, and are 
the ſprings of many of our actions; nor is it 
his intention entirely to remove from the 
minds of good men that fear of death, which 


has an apparent tendency to promote ſeriouſ- 


neſs and watchfulneſs, an heavenly diſpoſi- 


tion which keeps them always prepared for 


gaged, and with which they are delighted 


the coming of the Lord. But he has taken 


away the //avi/þ apprehenſions of it, and 


delivered them, who, 7hrough fear of death, 
were all their life long fubjef to bondage. 
Death has now, in effect, changed its nature. 
It only hurts the body, not the ſoul. It 
only puts an end to thoſe purſuits, employ- 
ments, and entertainments, which are ſuited 
to the body, and this preſent world; but 
not to thoſe, about which holy ſouls are en- 


and 


The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death, 17 
and improved. Nay, it is become, on ma- 
ny accounts, a benefit; as it puts an end to 
their temptations and conflicts, doubts and 
fears; as it hides their bodies in the grave, for 
ever ſhelters them from the pains and ſor- 
rows to which they are here expoſed, and 
N tranſports their ſeparate ſpirits to wake 
purity and peace. 

A preſent victory is obtained by the 4 
meſs with which the ſaints die; and that 
joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, with which 
the Spirit of Cbriſt ſometimes repleniſhes 
their hearts, when the fleſh is ſinking into 
the duſt. —Are they not conquerors, when, 
with ſmiles in their pale coutenances, and 
ſongs .of praiſe upon their quivering lips, 

they calmly yield to the ſtroke of death, 

and, through Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth them, 

triumph over all its frightful powers, ſaying, 

O death, where is thy ing? O grave, where 
18 thy Victory ? Let me add, this is death's 
laſt attack. Tt Rrikes once, but can never 
ſtrike more; and * all the hurt it can poſ- 
« fibly do them, is to put it abſolutely out 
« of his own. power ever to hurt them an 
* more *. which leads me to add further. Mr. Hs 
. e victory n be W in the Fu- 5 

ture world. | 


" And 


28 The Clriflian's Triumph over Death. 


And this will appear, when we confider, 
that all the faithful ſervants of Chrif ſhall 
| be raiſed again; their bodies ſhall be tranſ- 
Z formed into the likeneſs of Chriſis body; and 
YZ they ſhall be fixed in a ſtate of compleatand 
| everlaſting happinels, 
| . All the faithful ſervants of Chriſt foal 
| be raiſed again. 
| They are laid in the grave, but not one 
| of them ſhall. be loſt there, Death feeds on 
| them, but at the great day they ſhall baue the 
| dominion. That there ſhall be a reſurreRion 
| of the dead, that their bodies, which are 
| turned to corruption, ſhall be redeemed, and 
| ſo much of each, as ſhall be ſufficient to de- 
| nominate it their owe body, collected and 


united by the almighty power of God, is 

certainly declared in the holy ſcriptures. We 

have ſome intimations of this in the ald te- 

ſtament, upon which the Jews grounded 

their belief, that there ſhould be @ reſurrec- 

tion of tbe dead, bath of the juſt and the un- 

Adds xxiv. %%. But it is plainly. revealed i in the new. 

„% The hour is coming alben all, that are in their 
dave, ſhall bear the voice of Chrift, and ; 

John y. come forth. This ( ſays he) is the will of 

. 40 imm that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth 
"the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
 lofting life, and I will raiſe him up at the laft 


44 11 OP 
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d. This doctrine the apoſtles preached; - 

they aſſured the Chriſtians, that he who raiſ- Ren Xl 
ed up Chrift from the dead, ſhould quicken | pg xv, 

their mortal bodies. That Chriff was riſen 20. 
from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 

them that flept; of that plentiful harveſt 

which ſhould fpring out of the duſt, When 

the Lord ſhould: deſcend again from heaven. | 

The reſurrection of Chriſt, illuſtrated by the 

reſurrection of other dead bodies, proves | 

what God can do, and teſtifies what he 4071! 

do. And this chapter alone, will keep up 

the belief of this great event, till the tram- 

pet ſhall ſound; and the reſurrection prove 

itſelf. Captivity ſhall be led captive, and 

death; which has triumphed over the whole 

human race, ſhall himſelf be triumphed o- 

ver, when the earth and the ſea ſhall give up 

their dead. Though we now ſay to corrup- 

tion; thou art my father, and to the devour- 

ing worm, thou art my mother and my fer: 
The authority and power of Chriſt ſhall at 

length diſſolve the diſagreeable relation, 

and the grave claim no more atquaintance 

with us. But, as a bare reſurrection is com- 

mon to good and bad; and ſince, as in Alam 

all die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall ali be made a 

live; wee we miſt an,” 
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2. Their bodies ſhall be transformed into 
thei zmage of Chriſt's Bw. 

This 1s their peculiar honour; and the 
apoſtle Paul aſſerts it in very ſtrong terms; 

Phil. iii. 2250 ſhall change our vile body, that it may be 

220 faſhioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the working whereby he is able even to 
ſubdue all things unto himſelf. The doctrine 
of the reſurrection was ridiculed - by the 

weaker heathens as impoſſible, and repreſent- 
ed by the wyſer as undeſirable; turning the 
ſoul again into a priſon, and laying upon it 
an inſupportable burden: But the account 
the apoſtle gives us in this chapter, of the 
great alteration which ſhall be made in the 
bodies of the ſaints, anſwers their objec- 
ions, He aſſures us, that weakneſs, corrup- 
tion, and di ſconcur ſhall be left in the grave; 
and the body be raiſed in incorruption, glo- 
7y, and power ; a ſpiritual, body, not an a- 
nimal one. And as we have born the image 
of the earthy, we ſball alſo bear the image of 
the heavenly. The body ſhall be quite re- 
fined from groſs matter, be more active and 
| ſprightly, and more eaſily moved from place 
to place, than it now is, in its utmoſt flow 
of health and ſpirits. It fhall have no groſs 
organs to obſcure the faculties of the ſoul, 
er as its Manga Ic ſhall need no Dh 
Ow er) * 
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ſupports as it now does, . nor feel any of 
thoſe appetites, which are often temptations 
to ſit, and which, without reſolute govern- 


ment, injure the health, and prevent the. 


ſerviceableneſs of the body, as well as inter- 
rupt the tranquility and peace of the mind. 
It ſhall have no corrupt blood, or ſour juices 
to occaſion irregular ferments, to excite the 
angry paſſions, or produce a melancholy, or 
a fretful diſpoſition, There will be no lau 
in the members warring againſt the law of 
the mind, and bringing it into captivity. It 
will exert itſelf with the utmoſt vigor in 


Gop's ſervice, without being wearied with 


it, or worn out by it. Then ſhall-the rigb- 


feous. ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 


their Father, The place, the company, the 
work of heaven, will all tend to increaſe 
their luſtre and activity. If Moſes's converſe 
with Gop for a few days left ſuch a bright- 
neſs on his countenance, that the Ifraelites 
could not bear to behold it, it is very natu- 
ral to infer, that dwelling in the preſence of 
Gop, the fountain of light, beholding the 
glory of Chrift for years and ages, will im- 
prove the ſplendor of pure, ſpiritual, incor- 
ruptible Bodies. And, it is probable, a co- 
vering of effulgent glory will be thrown o- 
ver them, as there was over Chrif's body 


1 
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Matt. xvii. when he was transfigured, and his face 


ſhone as the ſun, and bis raiment was white as 
the light ; and make them /hine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament. And the more they 
referable Cbriſt in moral excellency, the 
more will their ſpiritual bodies reſemble his, 
and the more illuſtrious be this mark of dif- 
tinction and dignity, —— But what is the 
preciſe nature of theſe bodies; how they will 
move and act; whether new organs will be 
added, or the preſent altered; in what man- 
ner the ſoul will act, and be influenced: by 
them; are queſtions which we cannot ſolve, 
while we dwell in houſes of clay. It is ſuf- 
ficient for us to know, that every thing, 
which was an imperfection, or a mark of 
the divine diſpleaſure againſt ſin, ſnall be 
entirely removed; that the body ſhall be 
ſo changed and new moulded, as to be every 
way ſuited to aſſiſt the holy and happy ſpirit 
to which it is reunited; in the nobleſt ſervices 
and enjoyments. Thus when Chri/t appears, 
every ſaint ſhall: awake in bis likeneſs, and 
appear with bim in glory. What a noble tri- 
umph over death will bir be, when- every 
captive ſhall be releuſed} and every one cloth- 
ed with the robes! of F566 55 —y 
e es 1 
r itteptte . 


3 They 


/ 
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3. They ſhall be fixed in 4 ate of come 5 


Pleat and everlaſting Happiness. 


Of this alſo. the ſcriptures of truth fur To 
| Bs: They which Shall be accounted worthy. to I 


obtain that world, and the reſurretion jrom 
the dead, cannot die any more; for they are 
like the angels. Mortality (or that which is 
mortal) ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, and no 
traces of it left. It is a very conſiderable 
part of the glory of the heavenly world, that 


there ſhall be no more death. Some noted 


commentators * would interpret the words, 
here rendered in victory, for ever, as de- 


noting the utter deſtruction of death. The 


| 1dea 1 is plainly ſuggeſted i in the phraſe, fwal- 


lrwed up; and this truth is confirmed by the 


paſſages already mentioned, and many more 
in the ſcriptures, that not one true chriſtian 


ſhall be liable to the attack of death anymore, 


There ſhall be no fear of death remaining. 
A conquered enemy may recover his ſtrength, 
aſſault us again, and prevail, at leaſt ſo far 
as to alarm and terriſ us; but death is ſwal- 


lowed up, and has no more power to ver- 


come, or diſturb the exalted, glorified 
ſervants of Chriſt for ever; not ſo much as 
one of the harbingers, or attendants of death, 
ſhall ever incommode them. There is no 


Kart of the return of acute pains, or pining 
| ſickneſs; ; 


24 


Nur. xvi. 


32. 


Lam. iii. 
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fickneſs; which are often ſo grievous, as to diſ- 
poſe the heart to long for death, as a relief, and 
be glad to find the grave. Their bodies are not 
warniſhed over with an outward luftre, but 
perfectly free from all principles of decay. They 


are not only ſecure from external violence, but 


full of unfading, immortal vigor. Death 


has no power to take away, to moleſt, or 
even alarm any one of their friends and aſſo- 
ciates in that better country; but becauſe 
Chriſt ves, they ſhall alſo Be, and their du- 
ration be equal to his, Finally, There 
Hall be no painful remembrance of Death. A 
recollection of violent pains and cutting ſor- 
rows often gives uneaſineſs: When (as Je- 
remiah expreſſeth it, concerning his own mi- 


ſery) the ſoul hath the wormwood and gall 


ill in remembrance, it embitters preſent 


enjoyments, But the remembrance of death 
ſhall not be terrifying, but agreeable. A 


_ compariſon of the preſent with the former 


ſtate, will only tend to enhance their pleaſure; 
to excite high admiration of that power, 
which produced the ſurprizing change, and 
give peculiar ardor to their adorations of 
that grace which prepared them for it. — In 


| thort, the Lord of Life ſhall fo entirely change 


the "ſcene, that all remainders of death ſhall 


1 dene * and nothing ſhall appear by 
7 which 
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which it might be known, that it ever had 


the leaſt dominion over any of his faithful 
ſervants. I ſhall ſam up all in the ſtriking 
words of the apoſtle; I doth uot yet afpear 
 wobat we ſhall be; but we know that, when. be 
ſhall appear, we ſhall be lile bim; for we ſhall 
fee him as he is. It doth not yet Speke what 
we ſhall be! No, not ger, what we ſhall be 
then : for although our underſtanding is the 


diſtinction of our nature, and our tongue the 
glory of our frame, the one is overwhelmed 


when it labours to comprehend, . and the 0 


ther forced into ſilence When it attempts to 


deſcribe, the objects and glories 0 i immorta- 
lity. And tficrefore, without preſuming to 
take in the full meaning of the following 


words — But we fnow, that when le 


fall appear, we fall be: like lim; on we 
ſhall fee him as be 1 is, — We may venture to 
conclude, that we ſhall hereafter. be. bleſſed 
with an immediate, permanent, and influen- 
tial viſion of the Lord of life and glory; 
and ſuch a viſion, attended with vital beams 
ſurrounding uson every fide, transfuſingthem- 
ſelves through our whole frame, inyigorat- 
ing the divine life in us, and maintaining 


1 John iii. 


2. 


and increaſing our ſenſible and intellectual 


joys, muſt import 1 a and n 


happineſs, 
. " Having 


1 
54 * 
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Having thus illuſtrated the remarks 


founded on the text, I am now to direct 
you to the proper improvement of fo noble 


and intereſting a ſubject. Let me then en- 


treat your attention to the following 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Let us contemplate the power and grace 
of our Lord IE sus CHRIST, ſo illuſtriouſſy 
diſplayed in this triumph over death. 

| It became him for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many 


fons to glory, to appoint his Son the captain 


of their ſalvation, and to conſecrate him to 
that office through ſufferings, He took part 
of fleſh and blood, that he might he ca- 
pable of dying, and, though death de- 
ſtroy him (or weaken, and render ineffec- 


Heb. ii. tual his influence) that had 7 he power 
11 F death, that is, the devil; who, by his 


temptations, brought fin and death into the 
world, 'He died to vanquith the terrors of 
death, and reconcile our minds to the 
thoughts and. approaches of it. To this 
work he was ſet apart by his Father and 
Gov; and he alone was fit for the work, 


and worthy the honour of overcoming the 


king of terrors. And becauſe, for this end, | 
he became obedient to geath, even the death 


/ 
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of the croſs, G o D has hi g exalted him, 
conſtituted him LoRD both of the dead and 
the living, lodged the keys of death, and the 
inviſible world, in his hands, and given him 
power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give eter- 
nal life to all his fincere and genuine diſci- 


ples. He muſt reign till he hath put all 


enemies under his feet, and death, the chief 


and laſt of them, be deſtroyed, —— Theſe 


(brethren and fellow-chrillians) are the re- 
viving truths of our holy religion: let us 


then rejoice in CHRIST Jxsus, and glory in 


our relation to him, who, by his atoning 
facrifice, took away the ſting of death, which 
is fin, bore in his own body, the penalty 
denounced againſt tranſgreſſors, and by the 
influences of his Spirit, promotes a holy tem- 
per and converſation, which is the only pro- 
per qualification for a bleſſed and joyful re- 
ſurrection. We are directed to conſider him 
ag the reſurrection and the life, who is to 
come in power and glory to judge the 
world, the luſtre of whoſe appearance ſhall 
netrate to the deepeſt grave, and whoſe 
voice ſhall awaken every ſleeping ſaint. — 
Then ſhall they come forth to join their 
glorified head and Saviour, to attend and 
grace the ſolemnity of that day, which ſhall 
compleat his conqueſt \ over death, and ter- 
D 2 


minate 
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minate his mediatorial kingdom. Since 
then we are more than conquerors through apa 
that loved us, let this encreaſe our veneraticn' 
for his goſpel, which contains the record of 
eternal life; and with an eye of gratitude, 
love, and humble dependence, let us look 
to 22 the Lord of life, who, for the joy 
that was ſet before him, of being himſelf 
highly exalted, and leading on all his good 
ſoldiers to conquelt and to crowns, over- 
came the ſharpneſs of death, and 7s now ſet 
down at the right hand of Gop. Let him 
be precious to our ſouls, who is the purcha- 
fer and author of eternal ſalvation. 

2. Let us reſfiet on the difference between 
gocd and bad men with regard to the conſe- 


quences of dcath. 


This conqueror hath dominion over - all > 
nevertheleſs all ſhall riſe again. But oh! 
with what different appearances, and to 
what different fates ! Some ſha!l' awake to 
everlaſting life, and fome to ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt. All ſhall come forth of 
their graves, but with this awful diſtinction, 
they that have done good, unto the reſurrection 
of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
reſurre#tion of damnation. With what hor- 
ror and ſurprize will the wicked lift up their 


beade in that bene day, and how 
| glad 
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glad will they be to ſink back to rottenneſs, 


or even to nothing, from the wrath of the 
lamb ! but they mit come forth, although 
their bodies ſhould be ſo changed, as to be 
capable of more exquiſite pain, and a more 
lafting duration, than their preſent frame 
will admit of. They ſhall have their part 


in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 


one, which is the ſecond death, which ſhall 
be executed with circumſtances of terror 
and anguiſh, proportioned to their crimes. 
On the other hand; with what a bloom- 
ing air and inconceivable tranſport will the 
ſaints lift up their heads in that glorious day! 


With what unutterable delight will they 


Icaye their duſty beds, and ſurvey their emp- 
ty tombs ; knowing that their warfare is ac- 
compliſbed, and that their LoxD, whoſe ap- 
proach they hail with the loudeſt bofſannas, 
cometh 70 be glorified in his ſais, and to be 
admired in all them that believe. Having 
through the grace of Chrift, which is ſufji- 
cient. even for the weakeſt of his ſervants; 
overcome and been faithful to the end, they 
ſhall not be. hart by the ſecond death, they ſhall 


not die for ever, but enter into eternal reſt. 


9 


Rev. xxi. 


Rev. . 
Ii, 


And do you believe, brethsen, that there 


will be ſuch a vaſt difference between the 


future owes of the righteous and the wicked ? 
| I know 
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I know you believe it. Enquire then, what 
influence and effect this faith hath upon your 
hearts and lives; and which of theſe two 
Rates will be your's. Let me addreſs you 


in the words of the great Mr. How * : © You 
© can never juſlify it to Gop, or your own 


* underſtandings, to remain in a dubious 


H uncertainty about a matter of ſo vaſt con- 


* ſequence as this. Unconcernedneſs here 
js the moſt unaccountable thing in the 
* whole world. Things will come to this 
eiue very ſhortly with us, that either death 


* muſt, as to us, be ſwallowed up in vic- 


te tory, or we be ſwallowed up of victorious 
« death, With what ſollicitude ſhould we 
« all concern ourſelves to be at a certainty *f 
If you would deſire that ſtrong conſolation 
which the text exhibits, let me urge you. to 
fly for refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet 
before you, tò be daily exerciſing repentance 


towards Gor and faith towards our Lord 


25 vl 


Feſus Chriſt, to redeem your time and make a 
wiſe improvement of the preſent life. Thus 
you will. finiſh your courſe with joy, and 
when this earthly houſe of your tabernacle is 


diſſolved, you will have a building of Gov, 


a houſe not made with _ eternal in the 


beavens. | ; 


® How! works, Vol. II. page 422. 
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| Laſtly, Let the ſervants of Chriſt be calm and 
reſigned, in the view of their own death, and 
when their pious friends are removed, 
One would think there ſhould be no oc- 
caſion for ſuch an exhortation as this, to 


any who love our Lord Jeſus Chrift in fince= 
rity, and have peace with Gop through 


him. One would naturally ſuppoſe that in 
the fulneſs of their hopes and joys, they 
would defire to depart, and it would be ne- 
ceſſary frequently and ſtrenuouſly to urge 
them to wait patientiy for the coming of the 
Loxp. One would think that inſtead of 
ſorrowing as thoſe who have no hope for 
them that ſleep in Feſus, they ſhould rather 
rejoice for the victory they have gained and 
the honor to which they are advanced. But 
alas! ſuch is the unreaſonable and unhappy 
influence which preſent things have upon 
our minds, ſuch is the weakneſs of our faith 
and hope, fo languid is our love to Chriſt, 
and ſo injudicious our affection to our friends, 
that we are loth to remove ourſelves, and 
unwilling to part with them. Gop knew 
it would be ſo. He knows our frame and 
remembers we are duſt, and therefore pities 
us, and has laid in ſuch a ſtock of encour- 
agements in his word, to counteract the bias 
of nature, and to o conect the errors of ſenſe. 


Let 


<> WA — —ͤ— 8 —— — —— — . ee ä—L2—Qß— ͤꝙ́we?[—-—ͤͤ XX ͤU—dͥ.— — 


— — — 


| 
| | 
| 


Philem. 
verſe 1 of 


The Chriſtian's Triumph ver Death. 


Let us then (brethren) enter into. the ſpirit, 
and admit the force of them. Remember, 
that although the combat may be ſharp, 
and the apprehenſion grievous, yet the vic- 
tory is ſure. The enemy has been often van- 

quiſhed, and tis only a /ngle feeble effort 
can poſſibly make. Fear not (mays the 
redeemer) I am be that liveth and was dead, 
and am alive for ever more, and have the 
keys of death and the unſeen world. Fear not 
this formidable enemy. He, has flain his 


thouſands; flain, did I fay ? rather, he has 


obtained ſome /:##/e advantage to his own 
irreparable loſs and their everlaſting . gain. 
Though he ſtrips you of the body, yet (to 
allude to St. Paul's words) you only part with 
it for a ſeaſon, that you may receive it for 


ever, improved and beautified, and no more 


to ſee corruption. Let every ſincere chriſ⸗ 
tian, endeavour from ſuch conſiderations, to 


reconcile his mind to the approaches of 


death, and wiſh to encounter this laſt ene- 
my, as a braye ſoldier does to enter upon 


an action, Which he has the greateſt reaſon 


to believe will finiſh the war, put an end to 


all his fatigues, perils, and terrors, and bring 


repoſe, honour, and reward. Frequently 


melditate, O Chriſtian, on that glorious morn=, 


ing, when thou ſhalt awake, burſt the . 
0 
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of death with ſweet and inexpreſſible ſur- 
prize, atiſe with ten thouſands of thy fel- 
low- faints, and meet thy Lox» with ſongs 


of triumph, and evetlaſting joy upon your 
heads. Then ſhall he applaud thy reſolu- 


tion and labour, fidelity and patience, be- 
fore his father, the angels, and the aſſembled 
world, and give thee 2 crown of glory that 
| fadeth not away. 


Ter theſe confolerations a Support our 


minds ben our pious and valuable Friend 


are removed. 

In this view the apoſtle urges them, I ue 
believe this Yeſus died, and roſe again, even them 
- alſo which ſlerp in Jeſus, will Gop bring with 


Him; the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and the 


ſaints then alive (being changed) ſhall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 


with theſe words *. And ſurely no words can 


be more full of conflitite Our pious friends 
departed, have gained the victory, and are 
preſent with the Lord. And though we are 


left behind in a world, which is at bet a 


tireſome place, and Jeſs defirdble ſince they 
were removed from it; yet we hope cet 
long to be — to them, to converſe with 
1 them 

© x Thefl. v. 14—18. compared with 1 Cor. 15. 5 r, &c. 
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them upon more agreeable and advantage- 


ous terms; and ſpend an eternity together. 


If we are followers of. them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſes, Gop will 
quickly call us to come up to them, and 
ſend a convoy of angels to fetch us to the 
world of ſpirits ; and perhaps the firſt objects 
we may meet with there, may be ſome of 
our moſt intimate friends, ſent to congratu- 
late our ſafe arrival, and conduct us to the 
appointed manſions. And oh! with what 
Joy and tranſport ſhall we meet them, and be 
welcomed by them. The ſmall ſpace of 
time the ſeparation has continued, and in 


which we have known the ſorrow of living 


without them, will endear them to us, and 
increaſe our bliſs. Eſpecially when we con- 
fider that there is no fear of another ſepara- 
tion, that the deſtructions of the enemy are 
come to a perpetual end ; and that death has 
yielded up all his power ever to divide us 
more. 


Let me particularly 3 theſe conſola- 


tions to you, my friends, on occaſion of the 


ſore Breach Gop, has made upon you. 
What joy has it already been to your late 


' worthy and pious paſtor, to meet ſo many 


of his flock in the regions of the bleſſed, to 


whom he admuniſtered theſe precious conſo- 
| | lations 
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lations in their laſt moments, and ſmoothed 
their paſſage to heaven] What joy will it be 
to him to receive one and another of you, who 
have obeyed the goſpel, to be partakers of 
his felicity ! What a delight will it be to him 
to receive your thanks for all his labours of 
love for the good of your ſouls, and join 
with you in adoring that grace, which 
wrought effectually for your ſalvation ; to 


which grace, you well know, he conſtantly 


aſcribed his abilities and ſucceſs | What Joy 
will it afford you to meet him there; to in- 
form him more fully than you can now 


do, what pleaſure and improvement you 


have received from his labours while he 
lived, and his writings, by which, being 
dead, he is ſtill ſpeaking to you, with the 
molt ſerious and affectionate addreſs, and the 
moſt inſinuating eloquence ! And with re- 
gard to him and all your brethren, wha 


ſhall at length meet in our father's houſe ; 


how will mutual joy flow from heart to 
heart, when every enemy is conquered, and 


the tyranny of death at an-end; to be for 


ever inſtructing, improving, and entertain- 
ing, one another; to recount your many 
ſtruggles, temptations and victories; and 
trace out the wondrous ſteps by which you 


were 1 to this happineſs. Theſe 


E 2 friendly 
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friendly diſpoſitions will be carried to the 
height, converſation 'will never grow. dull, 
and ſocial entertainments never cloy. Freſh 
delight will be ſpringing up in his ſoul, and 
your's, through eternity; in obſerving each 
other's improving knowledge and holineſs, 
and fharing together in 'the ſmiles of the 
Redeemer, and the: ho and n of 
baten. 

After ſuch e a as thaſe, 
I have very little heart to renew, and in- 


creaſe your ſorrows and my own, by enter- 


ing into any particulars of the character 
of that great and good man, whom G o 
has removed from us. Nor is it neceſſa- 
ry I ſhould; as he has been ſo long a- 
mong you, and fo faithfully and conſtant- 


ly watched over you. I may appeal to 


you all, that you have fully known bis doc 
trine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, long- 
ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions, and 
affiietions, and his care of the churches. He 
has been labouring among you with unex- 
ampled diligence, and unwearied zeal; above 
twenty years, with increaſing honour, com- 
fort and ſucceſs. Notwithſtanding: his other 
mot! important relation, as a tutor, and the 
weight of buſineſs he continually had on his 
hands, Hb was. in FI for your fouls 
1 . 
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abundant ; warning, encouraging, and com- 
forting, with all the marks of a deep ſenſe 
of religion upon his own ſoul, the moſt ten- 
der affection to you and your families, and 
the utmoſt ſolicitude for your everlaſting 
welfare. The ſame diſpoſition he carried 
with him in all his viſits, and mingled the 
ſeriouſneſs and piety of the chriſtian miniſter 
with the politeneſs of the gentleman, and the 
freedom and chearſulneſs of the friend. His 
great concern for the riſing generation, was 
manifeſted in his diſcourſes on education 
from the pulpit and the preſs, and his moſt 
affectionate addreſſes to your children in his 
catechetical lectures, and occaſional viſits, 
Ye know how heartily and compaſſionately 
he entered into your perſonal and relative 
afflictions; how many diſconſolate hearts 
he has made to rejoice by his liberality, his 

counſels, and his prayers. Ye know his 
_ faithfulneſs and gentleneſs in brotherly re- 

proof, and the exerciſe of godly diſcipline. 
In a word, ye know that, to his power, and 
(unhappily for his family, for you, and o- 
ther churches) beyond his pawer, he went a- 
bout doing good, piouſly deviſing, and with 
the - moſt reſolute application, execut- 
ing ſo many generous defigns for the pub- 
lie good, — 2e are vitreſſes, and Gar 
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alſo, how much his public addreſſes were il- 
luſtrated and enforced by his own temper 
and conduct, and how hohily, and juſtly, and 
unblameably he behaved himſelf among you. — 
By his writings (the value of which will, I 
am perſuaded, be continually increaſing) the 
world will judge, what a paſtor Gop had 
favoured you with, and how very well you 
have been fed and taught for ſo many years. 


And they will naturally and juſtly expect, 
that you ſhould be wiſe and judicious chriſ- 


tians, and eminent for every branch of the 
chriſtian temper. And great will be n 
guilt and your ſhame if you are not. | 
But, beloved, I am perſuaded better things 
of you ; and my perſuaſion is founded partly 
on my own knowlege of your temper and 
character, and partly on the ſolemn teſti»: 
mony your late paſtor has borne to the 
goodneſs of them, in a paſſage in his /aft 
Will, which he deſired might be commu- 
nicated to you on this occaſion, and which 


1 mention with pleaſure, as it is at once for 


your honour and your admopition. Speak- 
ing of his intention of being interred in the 


place of your meeting, he ſays, © where I 


have ſpent the moſt delightful hours of 
my life, in aſſiſting the devotions of as ſe- 
rious, as 5 and as deſerving a pea-. 
a 2 | | | 7 cc ple, 
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te ple, as perhaps any miniſter had ever the 


« honour and happineſs to ſerve; chearfully 


e perſuading myſelf, that, when I am dead; 
„ they will hear me ſpeaking in my writings 
ce with all due regard; and making it my 
« laſt requeſt to them, that thoſe of them 


© who have, or can borrow, my Famly- 


et Expoſitor, will read it over in their fami- 


« lies once at leaſt, beginning the Lord's- 


« day after my funeral; and that they would 
ce alſo read over in their families, on Lord's- 
« day evenings, all my ſermons which they 
« have, or can borrow, eſpecially thoſe on 
* regeneration, thoſe on the glory and grace 
« of CHRIST, the ſermons to young perſons, 
and that on the one thing needful; and I 
« defire that every parent, that can procure 


« them, would read in their retirements, my. 


« ſermons on the education of children, with- 
« jin one quarter of a year at leaſt after my 
« death. And I make this requeſt from an 
« affectionate deſire of the edification and 
« ſalvation of ſouls; and an humble hope 


ce that, in conſequence of it, I may glorify. 


<.Gop, even when I am laid in the duſt” 

I hope, my friends, you will pay a ſetious 
and conſtant regard to this his laſt requeſt; 
out of gratitude for his ſervices,” and venera- 
; tion for his memory; | from 'A concern for 
your 


* 1 
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your own further credit and comfort, and * 


deſire to increaſe his joy, and your own, at 


the day of the Logp. 


2 Kings ii. 
12. 


As to you, (my brethren and friends) who 
were more immediately under his eye and 
care; Gop has taken your maſter from 
your head. And you will naturally adopt 
the mournful words of Eliſba, when he had 
loſt his tutor Ehjab, My father, my father, 
the chariot of Iſtael, and the borſemen thereof ! 
He was indeed a father to you: and I be- 
lieve there are few of us, who have had 
the advantage of being his pupils, have found 
more real affection and tenderneſs, and a 
warmer concern for our welfare, in our na- 
tural parents, than we have found in him. 
You remember his quickneſs of apprehen- 


fon, and remarkable felicity in the difpatch 


of buſineſs, and yet his moſt exemplary im- 
provement and redemption of time. Vou 
know how faithfully he devoted his time 
and abilities to your ſervice. How freely 
he communicated to you out of thoſe large 
ſtores of knowledge with which Gop had 
furniſhed him: How fairly and candidly he 


propoſed arguments and objections on every 


topic, on which he lectured. What pains 


be took to make you eminent chriſtians, abi: 


munifiers of the new teftament, and ſcriber 


well 
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well inſiructed unto the kingdom of heaven; 


Lou will, I am perſuaded, join with me in 
acknowledging (to the praiſe of Gop) that 
our acquaintance with him, and relation to 


him, has been our honour and our happineſs: 


May you and I remember his paternal coun- 
ſels, prayers, and example, that (through a 


ſupply of the Spirit of IEsus) we may be fit- 


ted for eminent uſefulneſs in the church; 
and may do honour to his n and in- 
ſtructions! N 

It is but a juſt Ae to the worth 
of eminently. wiſe and uſeful men, and 
of great advantage to ſurvivots, to diſplay 


at large the virtues of their character, and 


point out- the means by which they became 
ſo eminent; and I am not without hope, 
that juſtice may hereafter be done, in ſome 
diſtinct account, to the diſtinguiſhed abilities, 


eminent character, and extenſive uſefulneſs 


of the late reverend and learned Dr. Dod- 
adridge, who ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly in the 
relations of a miniſter and tutor, and whoſe 
writings are in ſuch general eſteem. In the 
mean time what has been ſaid concerning 


him, may ſerve to excite you all, to aſpire 
after a temper and hehaviour becoming. your 


: relation to him, whoſe removal, in the vigor 


"on Dis faculues, we 10 Justy, and ſhall ſo 
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long lament ; and, to add greater weight to 


the ſolemn exhortation of St. Paul to the 


Philippians, which, upon this occaſion, I 


would addreſs to you all: Thoſe things which 


ye have both learned, and received, and heard, 


and ſeen in him, do: and the Gop of peace 


ſhall be with you. 


To conclude: Go p has Foes fit to call 
home his good and faithful ſervant; and given 


him not only a calm, but a joyful diſmiſſion 
from the labours and ſufferings of life, and 
enabled him thereby to triumph over death. 
And when we recolle& the words we have 


been meditating upon, and this freſh ſeal to 


the truth and the comfort of them; and 


when by faith we look forward is that 
weight of glory reſerved in heaven for us, and 
our pious friends; let us even nom join in the 
apoſtle's triumphant ſong, and ſay, Thanks 
be to Gor, which giveth us the victory "_ 


our Lord — CHRIST. Amen. 158 


are, 
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